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REPORT 


Upon  the  Pi^^RjTH  of  BLRCKBURIT  for  the  Ygcj?  .19^1, 


in 


&/ 

V.TcTHIURjMSj  K.^.5  C1i,B.  5 (L’pool)  5 D.  F .H. . (CaiP^ridgo  ) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health j 
hdi'ninistra.tive  Tu.berculosis  Officer j 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Corporation  Isolation  Hospitals 
ojid  Municipal  Maternity  Homoj 
School  Medical  Officerc 


PUBLIC  HI*iTH  DBP-HtTIIDHTj 
Victoria  Street. 
Blackbujrn. 

29th  October  5 194-2. 


Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  /jinual  Report  upon 
the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  yeaj?  194-15  uhich,  like  its 
predecessors  for  1939  194-0  has  been  confined  to  essentials. 

Despite  increasing  Stad*f  shortage  and  the  replacement 
bj"  temporary  staff  of  certain  of  the  key  personnel  called  up  for 
service,  and  the  heavy  calls  upon  the  Department^  little  of  a 
routine  nature  has  been  neglected.  Tnat  this  is  so  is  due 
to  the  unflagging  efforts  of  the  Staff,  all  of  phom,  without 
exception,  have  more  than  pulled  their  vyeight.  To  them  my 
sincere  thajiks  are  hereby  expressed. 

It  is  Y\/ith  regret  that  I refer  to  the  death  in 
December  of  hJr*  H.  Kenyon.  For  over  thirty  yeau’s  he  was 

on  your  sajiitain^  inspectorial  staff,  and -at  the  tiiiie  of  his 
death  he  held  office  as  Chief  Sanitary  -Inspector,  Yvhich  post 
he  had  efficiently  and  loyally  filled  since  1930 « Conscientious 
anci  reliable  in  all  he  undertook,  he  discharged  his 
responsibilities  tactfully,  yet  without  fean  or  favour.  Both 
as  a colleague  and  as  a friend  he  is  sadly  missed  by  all  in  the 
Health  Department.  ; 

The  unfailing  courtesy  and  understanding  of  yourself, 
I'.ir*  Chairman,  and  of  the  members  of  the  Health  and  Maternity 
Comiiiittees,  have  been  greatly  appreciated  bY^  members  of  the  staff 
and  have  been  a source  of  encouragement  to  them. 

I am,  iir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlereen, 

Your  obedient  servent. 


V.T.  THIBRLNS 


(2) 


VITAL  ST-^TISTIGS, 

1941, 


Area  (in  acres)  . 8,o8o 

Rateable  Value  ■,  734,099 

Sunr  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  25842 

Rate  in  £ (Excluding  Eater)  1941-42  14/9(3. 

Gross  Expenditure  on  Health  Services  70,279 

Incorae  on  Health  Social  Services  30?^49 

ITet  Expenditure  on  Health  Social  Services,  39*730 


+ Subject  to  2.^%  discount  for  early  payment,. 

* This  sum  does  not  include  any  money  received 
through  the  Block  Grant. 


Birth-Rat e 

Humber  of  '-omen  d^^-ing  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child 
birth,  from:- 

Scpsis  Oo)  0.00  ) per  1000  births  and 

Other  causes  7)  4.77  ) stillbirths. 

Still  Births 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Death-rate 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public 
Institutions 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  li^e 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Sll  Infants 

Death-rate  from  I/Ieasles  (all  ages) 

■'  “’hooping  Gough  (all  ages) 

‘ '•*  ■ Diarrhoea  (under  tr/o  years  of  age) 

(per  1000  births) 

•'  Cancer  (all  ages) 


12.6 


60 

41.9 


64.4 
birth! 

51.0 

77.0 

52.5 

0.02| 

0.01 

4.37 

1,881 
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SANITARY 


CIRCUMSTANCES 


77  A TER 


The  usual  chemical  and  bacteri-ological  examinations 


of  samples  v;ater  have  been  carried  out  5 and  the  results  on  th( 
'vhole  have  been  good. 

HOUSING. 

Tot’al  number 'of  Uweil inghous es  inspc^cted 


1919 


Number  of  dwellinghous es  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injarious  "to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  . . , , . 

Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority 

Proceedings  under  Sect i 0 n s _9i_l 0 _2 and  169  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1'  ^ 


909 


(1)  Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dv/el linghous e's  which  v/ere  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices? 


a)  By  Owners. 

b) -  By  local ' authority  in  'default  of  ov/ners 


133 


109 

4 


The  shortage  of  both  building  material  and  of  labour 
mentioned  in  post-war  Reports  has  become  more  acute.  This 
fact  has  re-acted  to  the  disadvantage  of  occupier.  Health 
Department  and  ov/ner.  The*  occupier  Is  deprived,  sometimes 

for  months  at  a stretch,  of  amenity  due  to  housing ‘d ef ects 
7/hich,  pre-v/ar,  would  have  been  remedied  in  a metter  of  a 
f ev;  days.  The  Health  Committee  for  their  part  are  obliged] 

to  restrict  Housing  Act  requirements  to  elementary  and  make- 
shift repairs  instead  of  enforcing,  as  has  alv/ays  been  their 
practice,  thorough  and  sound  renovation.  The  owner, owing 

to  his  difficulty  in  obtaining  material  and  labour, sees  the 
development  of  minor  v/ear  and  tear  into  serious  sanitary 
defect,  with  dilapidations  accumulating  to  such  exjjent  as  to 
render,  particularly  so  if  the  property  is  sccnesccnt,  the 
final  '"oct  of  repair  a doubtfully  economic  proposition. 

Officials  of  the  Health  Department  had,  v/hen 
h'j.':  t i ^ i t i es  brok'  out,  compiled  a slz, cable  schedule  of 


/ 


(5) 


properties  to  be  considered  for  clearancGo  This  list 

has  svirollen  considerably  in  the  last  two  years  and  in  face 
of  existing  shortage  of  resources  veill  continue  to  expand « 
j\ction  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  two  houses 
under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  5 1936-  0^®  been 

closed  and  the  other  is  still  under  consideration®  A 
basement  flat  has  been  made  fit  under  Section  12j  thereby 
rescinding  a closing  order  previously  determined. 

Two  houses,  represented  as  unfit  under  section  11 
last  year,  have  nov/  been  made  fit  on  completion  of 
undertakings , 

No  progress  tias  been  made  in  the  Slum  Clearance- 
Programme  but  negot iat ions  for  purchase  of  properties  are  in 
hand  in  respect  of  7 Compulsory  purchase  orders. 

Proceedings  und  5_r  Pu  b 1 i c H e a_  1 'C  h.  Acts; 

(1)  Number  of  dv/ellinghous es  in  respect  of  which 
notices  v/cre  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  131 


(2)  Number  of  dwell inghous es  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  s - 


(a)  By  ov/ners  ' ' 122 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  ov/ners 


NUISANCES  DEALT  7ITH  5 


Dwell inghous es  13^3 

Bakehouses  ' 163 

Dairies  5 Cowsheds 
& Milks  hops  15 

Ice  Cream”  . ' 

Manuf acjiurers  ■ 43 

Workshops  21 


Drains  244 
Water  iClostts  149 
Pail  Closets  1 
Offensive  Trades  IO3 
Common  Lodging  Houses  2^ 
Other  premises  &c.  I98 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  was  17..  023-.' 

At  the  end  of  the  year  action  was  pending  or  v/ork 
actually  in  progress  in  respect  of  premises  upon  the  ov/ners 
of  which  informal  (2l6'-aj^d  formal  (90)  notices  had  been 
served , 


Offensive  trades  are  carried  out  at  tv/enty-five 


premises  in  the  Borough, 


All  of  the  premises  and  one  in  particular;,  are  the 


subject  of  frequent  and  understandable  complaint  by  the 
to'.Tnsfolk  despite  the  steps  taken  by  their  proprietors  to 


prevent  nuisance.  Offensive  trades , by  their  very  nature 
must,  even  in  normal  times  occasion  nuisance.  "/artime 


difficulties  have  greatly  increased  this  liability.  In  tl 


first  instance  transport  shortage  results  in  the  raw  raateri; 
reaching  the  premises  often  in  a high''  and  even  putrid  sta' 
Amongst  other  factors  v/hich  increase  the  nuisance  risk  are 
the  time  lag  betv;een  reception  of  the  raw  and  clearance  of  ' 
finished  products  occasioned  by  labour  shortage  and  the  gre; 
increased  amount  of  material  which,  compared  with  the  pre-wi 
era,  is  nov/  being  processed.  Under  such  conditions, 

coupled  with  the  grave  difficulty  in  obtaining  renev/als  of 
repair  to  plant,  it  it  not  to  be  v/ondered  at  that  nuisance 
does  arise.  Uhilst  every  sympathy  is  felt  with  complain: 

no  legal  action  has  yet  been  justified  against  the  proprieti 
of  the  trades  in  question. 


FOOD  SUPPLY, 


IIILK  One  hundred  and  sixty  nine  samples  v;ore  submitted  t- 


Public  Analyst  for  examination,  of  v/hich  8 were  found  ] 


to  be  genuine.  In  addition  ICI9  samples  v/ere  examine 


for  the  presence  of  dirt. 

The  average  composition  of  samples  of  milk  v/as  3*^7^ 
fat  and  8,82  of  other  solids. 

The  Clean  I.Iilk  Competition  again  attracted  a large 
number  of  entries.  Samples  submitted  to  bacteriologi( 
and  ch'.mical  examination  indicated  satisfactory  methods 
of  production,  and  visits  paid  to  farm  premises  proved 
th'-  incr  asing  care  ; nd  attention  to  detail  which  the 
f-'T..' rn  -'  re  paying  to  milk  production. 


OTHER  ROODS! 


(7) 


Two  hundred  and  four  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs 
were  sent  for  analysis  and  11  v/ere  found  to  be  adulterated. 
Appropriate  steps  were  taken  in  each  of  the  latter  cases. 
MEAT  AHD  RISK; 

( a ) Cattle  Market 

Approximate  number  of  animals  exposed  for  sales- 
4098  Cattle,  9921  Sheep,  4006 , Cal ves , 3418  Pigs,  2 Horses, 

( b ) Public  Abattoir , 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  v/as  29»398  and  was 
made  up  as  follows !- 

Beasts  3725?  Sheep  19922,  Calves  3779j  Rigs  I982. 

Eight  hundred  and  forty  six  animals  showed  signs  of 
Tuberculosis,  and  I63  carcases  were  totally  rejected.  Three 
hundred  and  twenty  two  carcases  v/ere  rejected  for  disease 
S:c.  other  than  tuberculosis, 

( c ) Other  Foodstuffs, 

It  is  disturbing  to  compare  the  amount  of  food  stuff 
being  condemned  during  the  present  period  v/ith  that 

condemned  pre-war.  The  increase  is  d isquietingly  high 
and  covers  a large  variety  of  valuable  foodstuffs. 

Deficiency  in  transport  and  man  power  brought  about  by 
war  time  conditions  have  no.  doubt  contributed  to  this 
greater  condemnation  of  foodstuffs,  but  yet  one  feels  that 
investigation  by  the  appropriate  Authority  might  reveal 
some  manner  in  which  there  could  be  a conservation  of 
commodities  which  are  of  such  importance. 


mi 

1141  • 

Boxes  of  fish 

W2, 

97  + 2,3991bs  loose 

Various  tinned  goods 

97 

2166 

Rabbits 

837 

871  ' 

Vegetables  and  fruit 

i6c7/t  c3qrs , 

10  tons  3cwt2qrs  ,21bs 

Rowl 

ITil 

45 

Tes 

ITil 

18 tons  , 3qi's  , 

“^CT-cr 

Hil 

22676  +301bs  o‘f  ■ 

(Rrozen  egg 
2tons  , 8G7/ts72qrs  . 

Preserved  meats jBacon , etc , 

llil 

Hiocellaneous  items. 

ITil 

18  lbs. 

5cwt,  3qrs»  20  lbs. 

(8) 


( 5 ) V i 3i t s _ 

?our  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  six  visits  were 
paid  to  ‘butchers'  stiops  &c . during  the  year. 

FERTILIZERS  & FEEDING  STUFFS. 

Eleven  samples  \.'>.re  r a ken  5 7 of  which  did  not  conform 
to  the  Statutory  Statement,  Appropriate  steps  were 
taken  in  the  seven  latter  cases.  ' 

ICE  CREPJvI 

Six  hundred  and  seven  visits  v/ere  paid  in  connection 
with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  19 I8, 

During  the  year  242  visits  v/ere  paid  to  food  preparing 
premises.  Generally  speaking  both  the  premises  and 
methods  employed  v/ere  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  1942  the  majority  of  premises  subject  to 
registration  under  ehe  above  Act,  have  been  registered. 

In  a fev/  instances  registration  is  being  held  up  pending 
provision  of  such  facilities  as  the  installation  of 
hot  v/ater  plant,  washing  facilities,  sterilising 
equipment  etc. 


INFECTIOUS 


DISEASES. 


VACCINATION 

Of  the  1487  births  registered,  540  children  only  were 
successfully  vaccinated.  The  number  of  exemptions  was  947» 
CORPORATION  HOSPITAL . 

T'.vo  hundred  and  fifty  six  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
remov'^d  to  Uoa.pital,  There  v/erc  13  deaths.  The  average 
number  of  hospital  patient-days  v/as  32.8  'and  the  average 
num.bcr  of  beds  occupied  v/as  23*0 

In  addition  to  the  •■.bovc,94  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
treated  of  v/hich  30  died. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  eight  specimens  were  exami nJ 


' -9) 

at  the  Hospital  Laboratory. 

All  cases  (66)  of  Li^baheria  notified  v^rcre  memoved  to 
Hospital.  The  diso.'.se  v/as  ,of  fairly  severe  typcj  giving  a 
mortality  rate  of  3’03  P^r  cent.  Speaking  generally  the  patients 
had  received  adequate  antiroxin  treatment  prior  to  Hospitalisation. 

Scarlht  Pever  cases  were,  on  the  whole,  of  mild  type.  Of 
98  cases  notified  59  (60  per  cent)  v/ere  removed  to  hospital. 
Practically  all  removals  were  in  respect  of  persons  whose  home 
circumstances  did  not  permit  efficient  isolation  and/or  nursing  care. 
' 30  cases  were  admitted  as  Cerebro-spinal  Pever.  4 of  these 

proved  to  be  other  diseases  including,  one  of  Tubercular  Meningitis 
which  died.  The  routine  treatment  with  both  Meningococcal 
Antitoxin  and  Siilphanilamide  as  used  for  the  last  two  years  has 
been  continued  v/ith  a result  of  5 deaths  among  26  proved  cases, 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  19  per  cent. 


IHPECTIOUS  DISEASES ^ CORPORATION  HOSPITAL. 
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DYSENTERY^ 

During  the  year  111  cases  of  diarrhoea  suggestive  of  Sonne 
D^’-sentery  and  of  which  52  were  established  to  be  Sonne  infection, 
v/ere  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  Ncne  of  the  cases 
v/as  fatal  and,  generally,  the  symptoms  v;ere  mild. 

A small  yet  brisk  outbreak  of  28  cases  of  Sonne  infection 
occurred  during  the  end  of  February  and  the  beginning  of  March, 
nineteen  of  the  cases  occurring  in  the  Park  Lee  area  and  having  a 
commop  milk  supply.  In  seven  cases  of  the  latter  group,  the 
clinical  diagnosis  was  confirmed  bacteriologically . Invest igatio] 
at  the  farm  supplying  the  milk  elicited  a history  of  recent 
diarrhoea  in  the  milk  roundsman.  Pending  bacteriological 
examination  of  his  faeces  (v/hich  subsequently  proved  to  be 
positive)  he  was  suspended  from  work  in  pursuance  of  Section  66 
of  the  Blackburn  Corporation  Set,  1908,  and  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  At  the  same  time  I arranged  for  all  milk 
from  the  farm  to  be  treated  at  a local  pasteurising  plant  pending 
receipt  of  bacteriological  reports  (all  of  v/hich  proved  to  be 
negative)  upon  specimens  from  others  engaged  about  the  farm.  Ho 
further  primary  cases  of  infection  occurred  on  this  milk  round, 
PRL751TTI0H  OP  DIPHTHERI.l  -1  SCARLET  PEVLR. 

4712  School  children,  1203  pre-school  children,  and  II6 
children  over  school  age  received  Ant i -Diphtheria  treatment. 

Alum  precipitated  toxoid  v/as  the  prophylactic  employed  in 
all  children  under  the  age  of  15  years.  Those  over  that 
"'ge  received  Toxoid  Antitoxin  Floccules. 

Line  persons  v/ere  tested  for  Scarlet  Fever  susceptibility. 
IFHERAL . 

A tot''!  of  992  caserj  of  Measles  v/as  brought  to  the  notice  0 
tho  D'partment  by  formal  notif (teat ion  or  otherv/ise  during  the 
year.  Although  measles  serum  is  not  used  in  the  Borough, 

ir-T.un^  globulin  is  available  for  the  use  of  general  practitioners 
j.ad  i ' cmi-l-yod  at  the  Hospital  to  prevent  ward  cr  os  s - inf  ect  i on  , 
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TUBSRCULOSISo 
One  hundred  .an.d.  six  cases  ( 80  ■ Pulmonary  and.  26 
non-pulmonary ) were  notified  during  the  year-, 

There  were  77  (66  pulmonary  and  11  non-pulmonary) 
deaths  in  1941. 

Meiical  practitioners  referred  329  cases  to  the 
Dispensary  for  examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer;,  who 
also  held  consultations  with  private  practitioners. 

Dispensary  attendances  numbered  22865  756  X-ray  and  698 
Bacteriological  examinations  were  made,  Xinety  tv/o  Contacts 
were  investigated  at  the  Dispensary^  making  194  visits  for 
the  purpose.  The  nurse  made  2286  Visits  to  homes  of 

patients , 

In-Patient  arrangements  have  been  fully  described 
in  previous  reports.  The  use  made  of  available  facilities 

for  pulmonary  cases  was  Meathop  10  cases  admitted  virith  2 deaths 
and  9 d is  charges  3 ■ Delamere  1 cases  (l  discharged) 3 and  the 
Corporation  Hospital  94  cases  (6l  d is  charges  30  deaths).  In 
addition,  8 cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted 
to,  and  6 were  discharged  from  the  Corporation . Hospital . 

Pour  new  cases  received  treatment  at  the  Robert  Jones  Hospital 
and  6 were  discharged.  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  receives  both 
pulmonary  and  n on-pulmcnary  cases,  and  during  the  year  I6  cases 
.7ere  admitted,  and  I7  patients  were  discharged. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  was  induced  in  10  cases  at  the 
Corporation  Hospital,  and  a total  of  67O  refills  v/as  carried 
out.  Twenty  one  cases  had  gold  therapy,  210  injections  being 
given. 

Hr.  Briggs  conducts  regular  Othopaedic  Clinics  at  the 
Health  Department,  and  advised  upon  39  cases  uf  bone  and  joint 
tuberculosis,  which  he  treated  as  necessary.  The  majority  of 
cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Mr, Briggs’ 
beds  at  Queen’s  Park  and  selected  cases  are  sent  to  the  Robert 
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Jones  Hospital,  Csv/estry, 

A total  of  7 patients  received  Dental  Treatment 
and  necessitous  cases  requiring  artificial  dentures  have 
been  given  financial  assistance. 


VENEREAL  DISEASESo 


Appended  are  particulars  of  cases  treated  under  the 
Council's  Scheme  during  1941;- 


Royal  Infirmary . 


M 

F 

Total  0 

Nev;  cases  - Venereal 

136. 

59- 

195 

- Non-Venereal 

202 

142 

344 

Discharged  cured . 

265 

140 

405 

Ceased  to  attend 

49 

57 

10'6 

Transferred  to  other  Centres 

26 

17 

“ - 43 

Attendances 

■ 

11,669 

In-patient  -creatment 

12 

2 

14 

Health  Department, 

M 

F 

Total 

Ne-'.v  cases  - Venereal 

- 

2? 

25 

- Nen-Venereal 

- 

85 

85 

Discharged  cured 

- 

85 

85 

Ceased  to  attend 

1 

19 

20 

Transferred  to  other  Centres 

- 

5 

■5 

Attendances 

- 

1.097 

In-patient  treatment 

• 

• 

MATERNITY  & C 

H I L D WE 

1 1 

1 pqi 
I 1 

1 

ARE 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

One  hundred  and  fifty  four 

sessions  were 

held  , 

at  which 

914  cases  made  3^40  attendances. 

There  were 

77  cases  of 

abnormal  labour 


POST -NATAL  CLINIC 

Forty  five  sessions  v/ere  held,  and  cases  made  123 
attendances.  Thirty  eight  cases  were  abnormal. 

:.:iir.7i7ES. 

Thirty  nine  midv/ives  notified  their  intention  to  practi 
iurin:*  ■*  r ■ y' ar.  Of  these,  29  remained  in  paractice  at  the 
end  j]'  thr  y:art  Thrr hundred  and  sixty  tv/o  medical  aid 
formr  va  re  r-  rrived. 
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MIDWIVSS  ACT,  19^6 c 

During  the  year  the  Municipal  Midv/ifery  service  dealt 
with  467  midv/ifery  cases  and  7Q  maternity  cases » Ante-natal 
visits  numbered  5305?  there-  v/ere  9235  visits  to  rnidv/if ery 

cases  and  1228  visits  to  niaternit^r  cases., 

SFRDTG-glELD  ILtTERDITY  HOMS . 

Three  hundred  and  eighty  cases  v/ere  admitted  j and  the 
average  duration  of  stay  was  14  days.  Three  hundred  and 
fifty  four  cases  were  delivered.,  282  by  the  staff  and  72  by 
doctors.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths.  There  v/ere  8 
stillbirths  5 and  7 babies  died  v/ithin  10  days, 

Fifty  two  ante-natal  clinic  sessions  were  held  and 
1441  attendances  were  made  (256  firs'c  visits  p and  II85  re- 
attendances), Twenty  six  cases  v/ere  admitted  for  ante-natal 
treatment, 

S,UESN ^ S PARX  HOSPITAL, 

Seven  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  were  admitted  during  the 
year,  and  the  average  duration  of  stay  was  llo47  days.  Six 
hundred  and  thirty  nine  cases  v/ere  delivered j 597  l>y  midwives 
and  42  by  doctors.  There  v/ere  4 maternal  deaths  from  the 
following  causes  (l)  Cardiac  failure  due  to  surgical  shock 
(2)  Eclampsia  (3)  Obstetric  shock  (4)  Eclampsia,  All  of 
these  were  Borough  cases..  There  v/ere  37  stillbirthSp  and 

27  babies  died  within  10  days, 

FJEPXER-'.L  FiMESZIA, 

Twenty  thre:  ^^ses  were  notified  5 I9  of  which  resided  in 
the  Borough.  Eight  easae  occurred’ i’li  ■i  *"sti  tut  ions  . All  the 
cases  recovered. 


Mine  deaths  occurred  due  to  or  associated  v/ith  childbirth 
Two  of  them  were  in  respect  of  out- of -borough  cases  and  are  not 
included  in  the  appended  analysis  which  covers  only  Borough 


res  id  ents . 
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Of  the  Blackourn  deaths  2 were  possibly  preventable, 
namely?-  (l)  One  (eclampsia  and  toxaemia  of  pregnancy)  might 
have  been  avoided  had  the  patient,  as  advised  by  the  midwife, 
sought  medical  advice  and  attended  the  midwife  at  more 
frequent  intervals,  (2)  The  second  death  (acute  dilatation 

of  the  stomach,  Caesarean  section,,  pre-eclampsia)  might; 

■Dcseibly"* 

(though  this  is  open  to  definite  doubt)  have  been 
averted  by  better  co-operation  of  the  patient  and  by  a more 
lively  appreciation  on  the  part  of  her  attendants  of  somewhat 
vague  pre-eclamptic  signals. 

The  five  remaining  deaths,  namely  those  due  tos- 

(i)  Cardiac  failures  pulmonary  embolism,  incomplete  abortion; 

(ii)  Cardiac  failure  due  to  surgical  shock;  post-partum 
haemorrhage  due  to  retained  placenta  and  its  subsequent  manual 
removal;  misadventure  i '^lii)  post-partum  haemorrhage  ; uterine 
inertia;  (iv)  Eclamptic  uraemia;  eclampsia;  (v).  Internal 
version;  transverse  presentation;  Bandl’s  contraction  ring; 
7/ere  all  probably  unavoidable. 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Seventy  six  cases  of  stillbirth  were  notified  ^8  of 
v/hich  v/ere  Borough  cases  and  l8  out  of  the  Borough. 
HEO-HATAL  DEATHS 

Fifty  one  infants  died  v/ithin  two  months  of  birth. 


FRSI.L.TURE  BIRTHS 


There  were  68  premature  infants  born  during  the  year. 


IHFLITTILE  HCRTALITY 

Lurin'-  the  y^ar  there  7/ere  72  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age.  This  figure  gives  an  infantile  mortality 
rote  of  52  per  lOOC  live  birtns  registered. 


ridiTuf.Td.gA  HEOHLTCRUM 

Fourteen  coses  v/erc  notified  during  the  year, 
c'-s-.s  re-esverod. 


F-ATIilRlTITY 

There  were  28^878  attendances  and  78^-7  consultations  v/ith 
doctors,  -■ 

3xpectant  mothers  made  577  attendances, 

DEYTAL  TREATt^lTT  ' . 

The  Dentiscs  held  41  sessions  fcr  Maternity  cases,  at  which 
179  mothers  and  45  children  v/ere  treated  ^ 

HK^.LTH  VISITORS 

The  Health  Visitors  made  a total  of  21501  visits  during  the 
year,  and  assisted  at  1293  clinics, 

CRR3  03  •ILLEGITIMATE  OHILPRSH  > 

The  number  of  bods  at  Vicvfieid  Hostel  is  13»  3 cases 

were  aomirtcd  and  4 d is  charged  ,> 

3.  M RK _gR^  .8.7.  LESS  .THHH _C 03 T __PR I CE^ 

Two  hundred  new  cases  were  dealt  witii  during  the  year,  and 
there  were  63  cases  on  tne  books  at  tne  end  of  the  year.  A total  of 
254-291hs , of  dried  milk  v/as  supplied  during  the  period  under  review. 
IMEAHT  LIFE  PROTECrlCh. 

Live  next  cases  v/ere  notified  during  the  year.  Ho  cases  removed 
out  of  the  Borough  and  60  returned  to  their  parents  or  relatives. 
Twenty  three  children  ceased  to  be  boarded  out  leaving  14  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  the  children  are 
satisfactorily  housed  and  cared  for. 

ETTRSIHG  .-MB  MATERIMTY  HCliES , 

ITo  new  ITursing  or  Maternity  Homes  xtere  opened  during  the  year. 

CHILE 

Cn-  the  instruct : one  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  arrangements 
were  uade,  in  colla  corat  ion  wita  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and. 
llaticnal  Service,  for  the  registrat j.on  of  women  suitable  as 
’'child  minders’-  for  tne  c-a  .-e  of  young  children  of  v/omen  engaged 
on  '.Tork  of  national  impcnintu-u the  Ministry  considering  that 
Blackburn  was  a to7;n  in  whicn  this  scheme  should  be  put  into 
operat i on 
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During  the  year  64  applications  v;ere  forv/arded  to 
the  Local  branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  as  being  suitable  for  the  work  after  their  home 
environment  had  been  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


